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An important tree and flower 
from Spain



Can you imagine a tree that is 1,000 years old and still in it´s prime?  
Well…such a tree exists in Spain and in 2021 it was selected as the 
European Tree of the Year!  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QREiWvJR5Cs


Holm Oak Tree  
Common name: Holm oak 
Also known as: Holly oak (it´s leaves look                                                         

like holly bush leaves) 
Latin name: Quercus ilex
Spanish name: Encina



Holm Oak Tree Description  
● The Holm oak is a large evergreen tree that can grow as tall as 21 - 

28 meters.  The leaves remain on the tree for two to four years before 
being replaced.  

● The leaves are very hard and 
rough, which prevents excessive 
water loss.  This allows the tree to 
grow in dry places with a lot of sun 
exposure.  

● After 15 - 20 years, the tree 
begins to produce acorns. 



Holm Oak Tree (Encina…in Spanish)
● The Encina can be found throughout the Iberian Peninsula.

● 20% of all of the trees 
in Spain are Holm 
Oaks.

● However, it is most 
prominent in a 
southern part of Spain 
in forests known as 
Dehesas.



What is a Dehesa?
● The Dehesa is a 

Mediterranean forest 
ecosystem consisting of 
grassland and tree species 
such as the holm oak.  

● Oaks are protected and 
pruned to produce acorns, 
which the famous Iberian 
pigs feed on in the fall.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acorn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Iberian_pig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Iberian_pig






Why is the Holm Oak so important in Spain?  
● From the Holm Oak comes one of Spain´s most exclusive products
● Ham produced from Iberian pigs fattened with acorns is known as 

Jamón Ibérico de Bellota (Iberian Acorn Ham) and is known as the 
best ham in the world.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jam%C3%B3n_ib%C3%A9rico


Red Carnation  
Common name: Carnation
Latin name: Dianthus caryophyllus
Spanish name: Clavel



Red Carnation Description  

● Carnations are a single flower, 
with a multi-petaled, double 
blossom at the end of a long 
stem. 

● The flower smells spicy or 
clove-like and comes in a variety 
of colors.  The most important 
color in Spain is red.  



Why is the carnation so important in Spain?
● Spain is Europe´s largest producer of 

carnations with an annual production of 
over 2.1 billion flowers! 

● For this reason, it is not surprising that 
the red carnation is the Spanish National 
Flower.   



In Spain we use carnations to help us celebrate  

For example 
in religious 
celebrations



In Valencia Spain, every 
year over 1 million 
carnations are used to build 
a statue of the Virgen Mary!



Here is another 
picture of the statue 
made of carnations.  
The statue is made 
every April as part 
of a celebration 
called “Las Fallas”.  



● Here you can see a statue of Jesús standing on a bed of red 
carnations.  This is part of a Holy Week (Semana Santa) 
celebration.  

● In Spain you 
find similar 
celebrations 
in many cities 
such as:  
Malaga, 
Sevilla, 
Madrid and 
others.   



The red carnation is also the symbol for Flamenco dance

Many 
Flamenco 
dresses are 
designed to 
look like a 
red carnation





Flamenco dance video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEMd9v3JUMk


Thank you for your attention!



Carmen Conde Public School
Leganés, Spain

Green at our school



Canary Island Date Palm
Common name: Canary Island                                                   

date palm
Also known as: Pineapple palm
Latin name: Phoenix                                                      

canariensis
Spanish name: Palmera canaria



● The Canary Island date palm is native to the Canary Islands in Spain.  
● It is a beautiful palm and for this 

reason it is now grown all over the 
world as an ornamental tree.



● This tree is also known as 
a Pineapple Palm because 
the base of the tree looks 
like a pineapple.

● At our school we have a 
combined sculpture and 
palm garden!        





Catalpa tree
Common name: Catalpa
Also known as: Southern Catalpa                                             or 

Bean Tree
Latin name: Catalpa bignonioides
Spanish name: Catalpa Común



● The Catalpa tree is a 
flowering tree that produces 
beautiful clusters of 
trumpet-shaped white flowers 
with yellow spots inside.

● The trees at our school are 
flowering right now!     



● Here you can 
see the Catalpa 
tree flowers 
from above.  



● The Catalpa tree also 
produces a fruit which is a 
long, thin bean pod 20–40 cm 
long and 8–10 mm in diameter.  

● The pods often stay attached 
to the tree during winter. 

● The pods contain numerous 
flat, light-brown seeds.  



Black Mulberry tree
Common name: Black Mulberry 
Also known as: Blackberry tree
Latin name: Morus Nigra
Spanish name: Morera Negra



● The black mulberry tree grows up to 12 
meters tall and, up to 15 meters across.  

● The tree produces clusters of fruits that 
are dark purple, almost black when ripe.  

● The fruit is rich in vitamin C and can be 
eaten raw or processed. 





● The black mulberry leaves are also used to produce silk!  
● Silk worms feed exclusively on the leaves.  



● Not much silk is made today in Spain, but there are still 
some small producers.  



Finally…in our school we have a 
vegetable and herb garden.  As 5th 
graders, we have the following 
responsibilities in the garden:
  
● Prepare the soil for planting
● Dig the holes to put in the seeds.
● Label each plant.
● Water the garden.
● Clear the weeds. 
● Pick the herbs and vegetables.  



These are just a few of the vegetables and herbs that we 
grow in our garden:

Carrots Onions



Chard Mint



Thank you for your attention!
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